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The Divine Right of Kings conſidered. "2 10 


Being the Subſtance of a 


SERMON 


PREACHED AT 


VESSELLSGREEN 
CHEVENING in Kent, Mos, 1754. 


— Jah. 


By MICHAEL BLIGH. - © 


Jeſus Chriſt - — the Prince of the Kings of the | 
Earth - wha hath loved us, and waſhed us | 
from our Sins, in his own Blood — to him be | 


Glory and Deminion, for Ever and Ever. Amen. 
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The Divine Right of Kings con- 
ſidered, &c. 


Prov. viii. 15, 16. 


By me Kings reign, and Princes de- 


cree Juſlice. By me Princes rule, 


and Nobles, even all the Judges 
my tbe Earth. 


N 5 H E great Motive which 
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5 — hath induced me to enter in- 

| I' WR to a particular Conſideration 
8 BA of theſe Words, with a De- 
is ſon to preſent them to your 
| ſerious and wile Improvement, is the pleaſing 
(and I truſt) happy Iſſue of our late Elee - 
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tion. An Affair which is of no ſmall Im- 


portance, both in N to Church and 
State. 


IT may be thought, perhaps, by ſome, 
that I ſhould have done ſomething of the like 


Nature before the Election, as a Means 


(through the Blefling of God) to prepare your 
Minds in a proper Manner thereunto. But 
I ſhall be eaſily excuſed, I truſt, in this Re- 
ſpect, if you conſider my Knowledge of 
your firm and hearty Attachment to the 
preſent Government, and your ardent Wiſh- 
es, (even to a Man) that this Election 
might iſſue in the Choice of thoſe worthy 
Gentlemen, who have given the plaineſt 


Evidences of their hearty Concern for the 


Proteſtant Cauſe and Intereſt, And that their 
Deſigns, in this grand Affair, are only to pro- 


mote the common Good. This, together 


with a Senſe of your Incapacity to act as Vo- 
taries in the aforeſaid Reſpect, will, I fay, af- 


ford me a tolerable Excuſe for my Neglect in 


a Work of this Naturg, antecedent to our late 
Election. But notwithſtanding I judge it my 
Duty, till to put you in Mind of the Obli- 

| VV 
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gation we are under, to view Government in its 

proper Light ; that ſo, whilſt we enjoy its 

happy Influences, and fit under the gentle Ad- 

miniſtration thereof, God may be glorified, 
dur Chriſtian Profeſſion beautified, Magiſ- 
trates honoured, and the Laws ſubmitted to 

with all Chearfulneſs for Conſcience Sake. 


Now, confidering the Weight and Import- 

- ance of theſe Affairs, and the Proneneſs there is 
in fallen Nature, to be neglectful in theſe Re- 
ſpects, as well as to ert in many Ways concern- 
ing the ſame, either by deſpiſing our Magiſtrates 

and Laws, or by truſting wholly to their Fa- 

vour, without looking up to God for Succeſs, 
I could conceive of no Method ſo likely to 
accompliſh the deſired End, as by pointing 
out unto you the true Source of Government, 

and the Dignity of him who fits at the Helm; 
not as an idle Spectator, or careleſs Actor; 
but as Head of all Authority and Power, both 
in Heaven and Earth: And by whom Kings 
reign, and Princes decree. Fuftice ; by whom 

Princes rule, and Nobles, even of the Judges 

id the Earth, 
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In diſcourſing on theſe Words, I ſhall, by 
Divine Aſſiſtance, do theſe three Things: 


I. Is#ALL briefly touch upon the Charac- 
ter and Dignity of the Perſon ORs in our 
Text. | 


II. Ex DEAvOUR to ſhew in what Senſe 
it is, that Kings, Princes, Nobles, and all the 


Jadges of the Earth do rule by him. 


III. OBsERVE what Improvement ought 
to be made thereof by all true Proteſtants, 
and profeſſed Chriſtians in general; and of 


us in an eſpecial Manner at the preſent Time. 


| Fingr, then, I am briefly to enquireinto the 
Character and Dignity of the Perſon ſpecified 
in the Text, under the Appellationof Wiſdom, 
I ſay, a Perſon ; for notwithſtanding the un- 


wearied and repeated Attempts of ſome (who 
call themſelves Miniſters of Chriſt) to con- 


fine this Term of Wiſdom to one peculiar At- 


tribute of God; yet upon a careful and im- 
| Parte . into this Matter, it will, I 


think, 


* 

think, appear, to a Demonſtration, that it is 
not a Quality, or Property barely, but a Per- 
ſon that is intended by the Term Wiſdom. 
Hence it is, that this Wiſdom is by the wiſe 
Preacher Solomon, preſented unto us as a Per- 
ſon 1n theſe his Proverbs, in too many Places 
for me to enumerate : But while I am upon 
this important Point, it is needful for me 
carefully to conſider, and you impartially to 
weigh ſome few of them, which, through a 

Divine Bleſſing, may help to ſtrengthen and 
confirm our Faith in this fundamental Article 
of our holy Religion, (vig.) the proper Deity 
and eternal Exiſtence of the Son of God, It is 
aid of Wiſdom, Verſe 17, of this viiith Chap- 
ter; or rather this Wiſdom ſpeaks there, ſaying, 


T love them that love me, and they that ſeek me 


early ſhall find me. Now can this way of 


ſpeaking be properly applied, or confined to 


one ſingle Attribute of God ? Can the Attri- 


bute of Wiſdom, ſtrictly and properly ſpeak- 
ing, be ſaid to love a Perſon? Or can this 
ſingle Property of Wiſdom, with any good 


Propriety of ſpeaking, be ſaid to rejoice in the 
habitable Parts of the Earth ; and to delight 
in the Sons of Men? As it ls expreſſed, Verſe 31, 
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Rejsicing in the habitable Part of his E arth, 
and my Delights were with the Sons of Men. 
Again this Wiſdom is held forth unto us as a 
Perſon, and not barely as an Attribute, Chap- 
ter i. 23. ſaying, Turn you at my Reproof : Be- 
hold, I will pour out of my Spirit ungo you, I 
will make known my Words unto you. Now 
here I might aſk, what, or who is it that 
pours out of the Spirit of Wiſdom, or of 
Grace upon Men? And that makes known 
his Words unto them ? Can the Attribute of 
Wiſdom, even of God himſelf, ſeparately 
conſidered from his other Powers, (for ſo our 
modern and preſent Arians and Socinians ex- 
plain the Term of Wiſdom here uſed) be faid 
to pour out of the Spirit on Men ? Beſides, 
doth not the Pronoun | T, ] twice uſed in the 
forementioned Paſſage, plainly repreſent a 
Perſon ; and not barely a Property of that 
Perſon ?. It is faid alſo, verſe the 26th, that 
this Wiſdom laughs at Men's Calamity, 
and mocks when their Fear cometh : Which 
cannot with any good Senſe be applied to any 
Thing but a diſtin& Perſon, It muſt then, 
I think, after all the fine Gloſſes of Men up- 
: on we THIN be confeſſed, that the reſtrain- 


ing 


4-3 
ing and confining of the Term Wiſdom, ſo 
much uſed in his Book of the Proverbs, to a 
ſingle Property, or the Attribute of God the 
Father only ; doth neither agree with the 
Scripture Diale&t, nor good Reaſon, And 
who is ſo blind as not to ſee that the Deſign 
of thoſe who maintain, and endeavour to fo- 
ment and ſpread theſe deſtructive Errors, is 
to ſtrip the Son of God of his perſonal, and 
mediatorial Glory: Yea, to erace the very 
Foundation of true Chriſtianity. 


Ir it be aſked then, who is the Perſon in- 
tended by the Term Wiſdom, ſo frequently 
uſed in the Book of Proverbs, more eſpecial- 
ly in the Chapter wherein our Text is? I an- 
ſwer, It is Jeſus Chriſt, the God-Man, or 
Immanuel God with us; who is of God made 
unto us Wiſdom, &c. Yea, is the Power 
of God, and the Wiſdom of God. 1 Cor, i. 
23, 24. But ue preach Chriſt crucified, unto 
tbe Jeus a Stumbling-Block, and unto the 
Greeks Fooliſhneſs : But unto them which are 
called, both Fews and Greeks, Chriſt the Power 
of God, and the Wiſdom of God, q. d. Not- 
withſtanding the Jewiſh Rabbies, and the 
a 8 great 
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great Maſters of Learning among the Gentiles, 
cannot poſſibly, by their natural Wit and hu- 
man Acquirements, fathom the Depths of 
the perſonal Glory of Chriſt ; nor compre- 
hend the Myſteries which we, his Apoſtles, 
_ preach concerning his Crucifixion ; but thro 
their Ignorance, rather arc inclined to contra- 
dict our Preaching, and ſo count it Fooliſh- 
neſs. Yet unto thoſe that are called out of 
both Parties, by the Power of Divine Grace 
to Faith in Chriſt, and Obedience to his Goſ- 

pel, are ready to witneſs that Chriſt is the 
Power of God, and the Wiſdom of God : 
(viz.) As God the Father is truly poſſeſſed 
of all Divine Power and Wiſdom, ſo is God 
the Son, both in Regard to Manner and Mea- 
fare, poſſeſſed of the fame likewiſe. 


Nov the Dignity of Chriſt appears in theſe 
two Reſpects. 1, In Regard to his perſonal 
Glory as God, 2. In Regard to his Media- 
torial Office. That Jeſus Chriſt is truly and 
properly God, I think is undeniably evident 
from theſe Scriptures. Iſa. ix. 6. For unto 
zs @ Child is born, unto us à Son is given, and 
the Government ſhall be upon his Shoulder. : And 
$6542 cs 3 
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his Name ſhall be called, Wonderful, Counſeller, 
the mighty Ged, the Princeof Peace. And, John 
i, I, 2, and 3. In tbe Beginning was the Word 
(that is Chriſt) and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God. The ſame was in the Begins 
ning with God. All Things were made by him; 
and without him was not any Thing made that 
Was made. Verſe 14th, And the Word 
was made Fleſh, and dwelt among us (and we 
beheld bis Glory, the Glory as of the only begot- 
ten of the Father) full of Grace and Truth. 
And again, without Controverſy great 1s the 
Myſtery of Godlineſs : God was manifeſted in 
the Fleſh. 1 Tim. iii. 16. And in him dwell- 
eth ail the Fullneſs of the Godhead bodily, Col. 
ü. 9. And of this ſame Perſon, God the 
Father faith, Heb. i. 6. And let all the An- 
gels of God worſhip him. — Thy Throne, O 
God, is for Ever and Ever; a Sceptre of 
| Reghteouſneſs is the Sceptre of thy Kingdom. 
Now that Glorious and Divine Perſon, who 
exactly anſwers to, and fills uptheſe high Apel- 
lations, muſt of Neceſſity be God, and none 
elſe. Not a Semi- God, or half God, or one 
much ſubordinate to the Father; no; but of 
the ſame Eſſence, Power, Majeſty, and Glo- 
17 B 2 ry. 
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ry. As Chriſt faith, Fohn x. 30. 1 and my 
Father are one. Indeed it will be readily 
granted, that with Regard to Chriſt's Humi- 
liation, in that Part of his Mediatorial Office, 
he abaſed himſelf by taking upon him the 
Form of a Servant; and ſo humbled himſelf 
and became obedient unto Death, even the 
Death of the Croſs. And with relation to 
this, he is ſometimes called the Father's Ser- 
vant; as in, Ii. lii. 13, 14. Bebold, my Ser- 
vant ſhall deal prudently, he ſhall lie exalted 
and extolled, and be very high, As many were 
aſtoniſhed at thee ; (bis Viſage was fo marred, 
more than any Man, and his Form more than 
the Sons of Men.) And I may venture to add, 
that in this Senſe, he was the Servant of Men 
too: Yea, and the beſt Servant that ever un- 
dertook in their Cauſe : But ſtill, even in this 
State, he retained his Divine Power and Glo- 
ry, which he now and then a little diſplayed 
unto his Diſciples ; eſpecially at his Transfigu- 
ration on the Mount. And, Oh ! what Heart 
can Conceive, or Tongue expreſs, the Digni- 


ty of ſuch a Perſon as the eternal Son of 
| God? ABN, 7 "M008 | 
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Tu Dignity of Chriſt appears from the 
Nature of his Mediatorial Office, By this 
he was inveſted with all Power in Heaven and 
Earth, was authorized to ſend out his Ambaſ- 
ſadors of Peace, to preach free Salvation 
throughout the whole World : And hereupon 
every Creature is bound to own his Royal Au- 
thority, and and to ſubmit to his moſt rightful 
Commands; which, upon a wilful and fi- 

nal Contempt and Refuſal, will incur his eter- 
nal Diſpleaſure; and faſten Guilt and eternal 

| Condemnation on their own Souls. By vir- 
tue of this Office, he becomes Head of all 
Principalities and Powers, both in Church and 
State; and ſits as King of Kings, and Lord 
of Lords. 1 Tim. vi. 1 5. Rev. xvii. 15, He 
is the Head of all Councils, hath a Right to 
difpoſe of all Things, and is appointed the ſole 
Judge of the World at the laſi Day. Before 
whoſe awful Tribunal every rational Creature 
muſt appear, to give Account for the Things 
done in the Body, whether they have been 
good or bad; and then ſhall he pronounce the 
great irrevocable deciſive Sentence, on which 
ſhall iſſue and terminate, the eternal Condi- 
| tion 
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tionof all Perſons and Things. But it is Timeto 
haſten tothe ſecond Thing propoſed; which is, 


SECONDLY, to endeavour to ſhew in what 
Senſe it is, that Kings, Princes, Nobles, and 
all the Judges of the Earth, do rule by Jeſus 


_ Chriſt, 


AnD 1. They may be faid to reign and 
rule by him ; becauſe it is he that beſtows all 
proper Gifts of Wiſdom and Underſtanding 
upon Men; and alſo bleſſeth the Means he 
hath appointed for their Improvement; in the 
Uſe of which, they are gradually increaſed 
and ripened, for the due and proper Execu- 
tion of thoſe Offices he hath in Time deſign- 


ed thee for. 


| Fox, By me + Ki ngs reign, and Princes decree 
Juſtice. By me Princes rule, and Nobles, 

even all the Judges of the Earth. That is, by 
Virtue of thoſe Gifts of Wiſdom and Under- 
: Sanding, which I have beſtowed ** them. 


2 ＋ HEY may be ſaid to reign hs him, 


becauſe i it is he that inclines and diſpoſes their 
Minde 


£0 1 
Minds to Government, to accept of, and uſe 
that Power which is laid before them, for the 
Honour of God, and the People's Good. 


'Ts true, there is a Propenſity and Incli- 
nation in Men, naturally, to rule or reign 
over others: But this is rather Tyranny than 
Government; for it is not properly Govern- 
ment till Men are legally called thereunto; 
and drawn, or inclined to accept of the ſame 


through the ſecret, yet powerful Operativns of 
the — of God. 


3. Kings, Ge. may be ſaid to reign by 
Jeſus: Chriſt, becauſe it is he that preſerves 
them in their Reign. Tis he that gives them 
Peace and Plenty in all their Borders, who 
brings to Light all the ſecret Plots and Conſpi- 
racies of their Enemies, and who weakens all 
their Hands, and diſcourages their Hearts: 
And on the other Hand, quaſhes the Begin» 
nings of Strife and Rebellion, in the King's 
own Subjects; unites them together in Peace, 
blefſes the King's military Forces, and gives 
ns Suceeſs * by Sea and r 
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St cn may be ſaid to reign by Chriſt, becauſe 

it is he that over-rules them; they can do no- 
thing but by his Petmiſſion. Sometimes it ſo 
falls out, that wicked Men are made Magiſ- 
trates. We read, Luke xviii. 2. of an unjuſt 
Judge, who feared not God, neither regarded 
Men. And when this is the Caſe, eſpecially 
amongſt a free People, who have be fore en- 
joyed their Rights and Properties, and the ſweet 
Goſpel of Chriſt in Peace, it generally excites 
great Grief, and Sorrow of Heart to the poor 
Diſciples of Jeſus : Yet they have this to allay 
and alleviate their Grief in ſuch a Time of 
Diſtreſs, that Jeſus, their great Friend and 
Advocate, fits at the Helm, and can turn the 
Hearts of Men, as Rivers of Water, wither- 
foever he pleaſeth. And though Men may 
| threaten Death and Deſtruction to his Saints, 
Vet Jeſus can ſtill the tempeſtuous Waves of 
Men's impetuous Wrath and Anger, by only 

- whiſpering unto them, and ſaying, Huſh, be 
ſill. Or if he ſees fit to ſuffer them to vent 
their Anger, he will keep his Children, as un- 
der the Hollow of his Hand, till the Storm is 
over and gone, or elſe he will give them 


Strength and Courage to ſtand againſt it 
with 


4 
with invincible Patience, and cauſe i it to turn 
to their Soul's Good. See AFs ix. 1, 2, 3.4. 
Se. e with Ram. viii. 28. to the End. 


. Kinos, Princes, Nobles, Judges, &c. 
may be ſaid to rule by Chriſt, when they 
{trive to rule for him, with an Eye to his 
Honour and Glory in the World. When 
they exert their Powers to ſuppreſs Sin and 
Wickedneſs of every Kind, to relieve the In- 
jured and Oppreſſed, to puniſh the bold and 


bbſtinate Offender, and to defend the civil 


and religious Rights and Liberties of all their 
loyal and obedient Subjects. This, this L 
. truſt, is the glorious Diſpoſition and Intention, 
of our moſt rightful Sovereign, King George 
of our bigh and honourable Court of Parlia- 
ment; and alſo of thoſe two worthy Gentle- 
men, who are lately (to our great Satisfac- 
tion) choſen as Members thereof, to repre- 
ſent this our County of Kent, —— But this 
leads me to the third and laſt general Head of 
my Diſcourſe; which i is, 2 


F 'Tw1nvL v, To obſerve what Improve- 
ment ſhould be made of theſe Things, by all 


| ' ke Proteſtants, and profeſſed Chriſtians, in 
C enen, 


„ 


general; and of us, in an eſpecial Manner, 
at the preſent Time. And, 


I. Ir all Government, both of Church and 
State, is originally derived from God, and if 
Chriſt Jeſus, is, by the Father's Appointment, 
as well as by his own perſonal Character and 
Dignity, exalted and placed as the great and 
chief Governor of the whole Univerſe; then 
this ſhould teach us to deteſt and abhor, all 
ſuch Doctrines and Opinions, as have a ma- 
nifeſt Tendency to detract from, and leſſen, 
the perſonal, and mediatorial Glory of the 
Son of God. There are too many in this de- 
generate Age, who, whilſt they bear the ve- 
nerable Name of Chriſtians, nay of Chriſt's 
Miniſters too, who make it their Buſineſs (by 
perverting of ſuch Places of the holy Scrip- 
tures, as directly point at the perſonal Glory, 
and eternal Exiſtance, of the Son of God: 
And by their carnal, and poor Reaſonings, 
about the Diſtinction of Applications, as Fa- 

ther, Son, Ce.) endeavour to darken the 
Glory of Chriſt, and to draw away the Minds 
of Men, from the Simplicity of the Goſpel; 
Nay further, they are (if not intentionly, 
0 certainly, auen at We Foundation of 
civil 
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civil Government too. For if God's Order 
and Appointment of Things, be perverted, 
and the glorious Character of Chriſt, whom 
the Father hath ordained, as Head of all 
Principality and Powers, both in Heaven and 
on Earth, be blackened and ſtained ; what 
will be the Conſequence of this? Will it not 
inevitably follow, that all ſubordinate Miniſ- 
ters, who receive their Commiſſions from him, 
and act under his Authority and Influence, muſt 
of Neceſſity ſuſtain ſomething of the Damage 
and Reproach, which firſt falls upon their ex- 
alted Head ? And if the Head be wounded, 
in a political, as well as in the common Senſe 
of the Word, what will become of the Body? 
Will it not grow weak and feeble ; and, in 
Proceſs of Time, be thrown into Diſorder and 
Confuſion ; if not totally fall to the Ground? 
Bear with me, Brethren, my Fellow-Chrif- 
tians, and Fellow-Country-Men, I am a little 
elevated on this Point; but I truſt, the Love 

I bear to Chriſt's Perſon and Goſpel, to my 
King and Governors, and to your precious and 
immortal Souls, conſtrains me, There is great 
Danger on this Quarter ; take Heed, there- 
fore, of theſe Araian and Soci nian Errors 
the firſt ſtrikes at the Divine Eſſence, and 


„ „ 
perſonal Dignity of Chriſt: The latter, at his 
attoneing Blood, and the Perſonality of the 
Holy Ghoſt. The firſt of this Claſs of Men, 
tells us, that Chriſt is not truly and properly 
God. And if ſo, who dare venture their 
Salvation in his Hands, The Law threatens 
Sinners, Satan roars againſt them; and if 
Chriſt, who is the only Saviour of Men, be 
but a Creature (for one of theſe he muſt be) 
there is no Medinm between God and Crea- 
tures, Alas! What is a Creature's Skill or 
Power, to ſtand apainſt theſe potent Adverſa- 
ries? Beſides, if Chriſt be but a meer Crea- 
ture, then there may ariſe great Doubtings, 
in a Believer who hath truſted in him for Sal- 
vation, and that with good Reaſon too. For 
he poor Believer may thus reaſon with him- 
ſelf and others, ſaying, what though Chriſt 
hath made unto me great and wonderful Pro- 
miſes, that they who wait upon the Lord, 
| ſhall want no good Thing. And that Grace 
and Glory he will give, and no good Thing 
withold from them that walk uprightly. And 
that his Grace ſhall be ſafficient for his People, 
Yet notwithſtanding all this, and much more, 
if he is a Creature, he is mutable, and muſt 
change his Thoughts and Promiſes towards 

me, 
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me. And thus may a poor Creature reaſon 
the Caſe with himſelf, till he is filled with 
inexpreſſible Anguiſh, and Sorrow of Heart; 
yea, overwhelmed with utter Deſpair. 80 
will Unbelief be nouriſhed in the Heart from 
this Error. 


Wir Regard to the other Sort of Men, 
before hinted, namely, the S2cinians, they 
are very near a-kin to the former; and their 
Errors na leſs pernicious tothe Souls of Men : 
They, though they will talk of being ſaved 
by Chriſt, and in, and through him, yet they 


can't endure the Doctrine of free and full 


Juſtification by Faith, only in his Blood and 
Righteouſneſs. They tell us, that the prin- 
cipal Deſign of Chriſt's Suffering and Death, 
was to give his Followers a Pattern of heroic 
Victue ; and to confirm the Truth of thoſe 
Doctrines he before delivered in the World. 
That Chriſt is to be looked unto, as a Pattern 


of Chriſtian Virtue, we readily allow; but 


that this was the principal End of his coming 
into the World, we muſt deny ; becauſe he 
himſelf tells us, that he came to lay down his 
Life for the Sheep : And to give bis Life a 
Ranſom for many. Matt. xx, 28, Foln x. 


_ 
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15, And again we are told, that without 
ſhedding of Blood, there was no Remiſſion.— 
That the Blood of Chriſt cleanſeth from all 
Sin. — That we are juſtified freely, by his 
Blood. But Time would fail me, were I to 
multiply Inſtances of this Kind, and to en-- 
large upon the Point, I proceed therefore : 


2. Ir Kings, Princes, Nobles, and other ſub- 
ordinate Miniſters, do rule by Jeſus Chriſt, 
then we may ſee clearly from hence, that 
right Government is no Uſurpation or Ty- 
' Fanny. There are too many in this little Spot 
of England, who, notwithſtanding their great 
Immunities, being the moſt favoured of any 
People in the whole World, that are ever 
murmuring, and complaining of their hard 
Uſage from the Government; and this Reſt- 
leflneſs of Mind proceeds from they know 
not what; and frequently cauſes them to 
ſpeak evil of the Dignities, of ſuch Powers 
as are ordained of God. They are not afraid 
to blaſpheme God's Ordinance ; to diſhonour, 
I was almoſt ready to ſay, belye the King, the 
the Parliament, and moſt of the Magiſtrates. 
But ſuch will do well to conſider, that ſuch a 
THRONE of Mind, and Way of ſperking, 


- not 
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not only leads them on to the Laſh of the ci- 
vil Magiſtrate, who beareth not the Sword in 
vain, but will alſo faſten Guilt upon their 
Souls, which can never be removed, with. 
out unfeigned Repentance, and Amendment, 


3. Ir Government is God's Ordinance, 
and thoſe that are intruſted therewith, rule by 
him ; (viz. by his Authority) then this ſhould 
teach us highly to honour, and faithfully to 
obey, all the juſt Commands of our moſt 
rightful Governors. There is Honour due to 
all Governors, both in Church and State ; and 
ſuch, who through Pride of Heart, or Diſaf- 
fection towards them, refuſe to render the 
ſame unto them, cannot be innocent in the 
Sight of God; who is tender of his own Or- 
dance, and of his Servant's Honour. There- 
fore, faith the Apoſtle, St. Paul, Rom. xiu. 
7. Render therefore to all their Due, Tribute 
to whom Tribute is due, Cuſtom to whom Cuſtom, 
Far to whom Fear, Honour to whom Honour. 
It is eaſy to diſcern from this Text, and 
Context, that the Apoſtle hath his Eye princi- 
pally upon the civil Magiſtrate ; and that the 
Duty of Honour, here enjoyned upon Chriſ- 

on, is moſt properly his Due, Now this 
Honour 
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| Honour is, or ought to be, Internal, and Ex- 
ternal; 'The Internal Part, confiſteth in an 
high and venerable Eſteem, which we bear 
towards them in our Thoughts, which draws 
our Affections towards them; the true Rea- 
ſon, or Ground of which is, their being the 
Servants of God, ſent by him, and acting for 
his Glory, and our Good. The External 
Part, is an humble demeaning, or carrying of 
ourſelves before them, and a ready and chear- 
ful Compliance with, and Subjection, to all 
their juſt Commands; and that for Con- 
ſcience Sake. Therefore, ſaith the Apoſtle, 
in the iſt. Verſe of this xiüth Chapter, Let 
every Soul be Subject to the higher Powers : For 
there is no Power but of God; the Powers that 
be are ordained of God. And Verſe the 5th faith, 
Ye muff needs be Subject, not only for Wrath, 
(viz, the Magiſtrates juſt Diſpleaſure) but for 
Conſcience Sake. The ſame Duty which the 
Apoſtle here enjoyns upon the Chriſtians him- 
ſelf, he likewiſe adviſes Titus to lay before his 
People alſo. Tit. iii. 1. Put them in Mind 
to be ſubject to Principalities and Powers, to 
obey Magiſtrates, to be ready to every good 
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4. Ir right Government is from Jeſus Chriſt, 
and thoſe who are legally called thereunto 
do act by his Authority; then this ſhould 
teach all Proteſtants, and profeſſed Chriſ- 
tians in general, and us in an eſpecial Man- 
ner, to take great Heed, that we neither raiſe 
nor encourage any evil Reports, or fly and 
malicious Reflections, concerning our moſt. 
Tightful King, or Governors. We have need to 
watchi n this Reſpect, eſpecially at this Seafon 3 
in which Perſons think they may take more 
Liberty, than at other Times. It is now 
| hardly poſſible to be long in Company with 
any Orders of Men, but ſome will bend their 
Tongues this Way. They think they are 
quick-ſighted enough, to diſcera State Af- 
fairs, To know what ought to be Law, and 
what not, better than the moſt ſkillful Stateſ- 
man. Nay, ſome are fo ignorant, and yet 
ſo preſumptuous, as to affirm that they have 
Underſtanding enough to make, or repeal 
Laws, better than the King and both Houſes 
of Parliament. And becauſe their Hands are 
| ſhortened, and they reſtrained here, how of- 
ten ſhall we hear them break out into Reflec- 
tions of a reproachful Nature, againſt thoſe 
who are ſo much exalted above them. But, 
1 1 Brethren, 
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Brethren, theſe Things ought not ſo to be. 
We had need to take Heed to ourie!ves, leſt 
at an unawares we ſhould be drawn into this 
Evil, by the wicked Examples of others : 
For it is written, Thou ſhalt not ſpeak evil of 
the Ruler of thy People. Acts xxiti. 5. | 


5, Ir our King, and our ſubordinate Ru- 
lers and Magiſtrates under him, do (as we 
have all the Reaſon in the World to believe, 
notwithſtanding what we hear to the contrary) 
rule by Jeſus Chriſt, and act for his Honour 
and Intereſt amongſt Men; then this ſhould 
teach us to gdmire and adore the Wiſdom, 
Power, and Love of God towards us, the 
happy, though moſt unworthy Inhabitants of 
England, Oh! how wonderful hath the 
Wiſdom of God been engaged for our Hap- 
pineſs. What leſs than infinite Wiſdom 

could have found out Ways and Means ſuffi- 
cient to have delivered us from the Bondage 
of Popery, and arbitrary Power, and have 
drove it out of our Land? What but the 
Wiſdom of him, who is held forth in our 
Text, could have brought to Light thoſe hid- 
den Things of Darkneſs, the deep-laid Plots 
and wicked Inventions of  popiſh Emiſſaries, 
x1 ORE. dur 
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our ſabtile and inveterate Enemies? What, 
but this, could bring the Goſpel into the Na- 
tion, and cauſe it to take Root there? Or 
contrive, introduce, and eſtabliſh thoſe whol- 
ſome Laws amongſt us? Find out our Rulers, 
bring them to the exalted Seat, and eſtabliſh . 
them in Peace there. And when we have 
been in the moſt imminent Danger, by our 
cunning and formidable Enemies, both 
Abroad, and in the very Bowels of our own 
Nation : What, but an omnipotent Hand, 
could have delivered us in ſuch Seaſons; And 
if we enquire into the Cauſes hereof, what 
ſthall we aſcribe it to? Our Merit, our Du- 
tifulneſs, or Thankfulneſs to God, or our 
careful Improvements of paſt Fayours ? No, 
in theſe Reſpects, we muſt ſhut our Mouths, 
we are herein guilty before God. If we ſpeak 
Truth, we muſt ſay, not unto us, Lord, but 
unto thy Name be all the Glory. The great 
Sovereign, free and boundleſs Love of God, is 
the grand Cauſe of all our Happineſs, There- 
fore, I may properly ſay, behold, what Man- 
ner of Love the Father hath beſtowed on us, 
that we ſhould be called the Sons of God. 
Oh England ! England! caſt thine Eyes 


backward, view thy former Favours, ſee the 
Mul- 
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Multiplicity of their Numbers, examine thy 
Conduct under the Enjoyment of them, ac- 
knowledge the Hand of God in them, be a- 


ſhamed of thy Murmurings, and never open 
thy Mouth more. 


ONck more and I have done. 


6. Ir Kings, Princes, Nobles, Judges, 
Sc. fill up thoſe Places of Office and Power, 


which he hath ordained; if their Work is 
great and difficult, and the Obſtructions they 
are likely to meet with not a few; Oh! then 


Brethren, cry to the Lord, that he would take 
their Cauſe into his own Hand; give Wiſdom, 
Courage, and Strength, to all our Governors, 


diſpoſe their Hearts to act with an Eye to his 


Glory, and the common Good; ſucceed alt 
their wiſe and juſt Undertakings with his own 
Bleſſing, and cauſe us to live in all Godlineſs and 


Honeſty, Peace, and Tranquility, for. ever - 
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